In Al-Anon, we are asked to do more than follow the law. We are also asked to be "obedient to the
unenforceable" and follow the group conscience of our fellowship as a whole. This group conscience is
documented in the Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual, and is based on the decisions of the World Service
Conference, our largest representative group conscience.
This exception applies only to face-to-face meetings, because registered electronic meetings have the option of
applying for a yearly license to use CAL. Temporary electronic meetings do not qualify for the licensing given to
registered electronic meetings, On page 115 of the 2018-2021 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual (version two), it
states that the World Service Office cannot grant permission for "substantial" reprints of CAL in the US and
Canada. On pages 116-117, the Manual reiterates that the WSO does not give permission to reprint extensively
within the US and Canada, but goes on to clarify that the WSO can approve "limited excerpts" from CAL,
provided that the proper forms have been submitted. In this case, "limited" has generally been interpreted as
being a paragraph or less in length, but also limited in the number of quotations reprinted in a given document.

However, to provide some flexibility in the use of CAL at face-to-face meetings and workshops, members may copy
CAL (and The Forum) without written permission provided that:
•

It is for one-time use (such as for a meeting topic),

•

The number of photocopies printed is limited to the number of members attending,

•

The number is also limited to what can be reasonably discussed within one meeting,

•

The photocopies are not for sale or being distributed beyond that meeting or workshop,

•

Photocopies are used, rather than retyping the material, to maintain accuracy, and

•

The following credit line is included on all copies: "From ___________, copyright 20__, by Al-Anon Family Group
Headquarters, Inc. One-time reprint permission granted by Al-Anon Family Group Headquarters, Inc."

but in keeping with what face-to-face meetings can do, the Chairperson may display on the screen a passage of
CAL as long as it fits the same requirements as a face-to-face meeting. The Chairperson can share the screen while
members read, provided that the passage is not posted on a website or otherwise visible beyond the length of that
individual meeting. While displayed, the passage should include the credit line and copyright information, just as the
face-to-face meeting does. Attendees are asked not to take screen captures of CAL

•

Are you an effective communicator? Do you enjoy
helping others? Do you have a passion for Al-Anon's
legacies and its service structure? Do you want to
make a difference by sharing your knowledge with
other Al-Anon members? If so, you may be a fit for the
attached position! The Group Services Specialist role
requires five or more years of membership and service
in Al-Anon. Please see the attached position
description for a summary of the job duties and
position requirements. Interested candidates can email
their resume and cover letter to
HumanRes@al-anon.org.

•
We wanted to let the fellowship know that we have
begun development of improvements to the Mobile
App, including an update to our registration process.
We will work to complete the development, testing,
and rollout of these changes as soon as we can. We'll
keep you updated as we progress and can provide
timelines. Thank you for your continued suggestions
and feedback! We look forward to evolving our Mobile
App together.

The Public Outreach Committee has recommended that the year be removed from the AFA magazine
cover and only be included as part of the copyright information on the inside cover. In December 2019, a
consensus was reached by the Committee. WSO Staff raised a concern that the magazine without a date
could be at risk for being thrown away prematurely.

So, the PO Committee, which has several members who work in the professional field, continued the
discussion at the September 2020 Committee meeting. The consensus was that the year on the cover is a
greater detriment than a benefit:
•Dates matter particularly when referring to research materials.
•Including the year dates our timeless content and makes it more likely to be thrown out the following year.
•Members are less likely to hand out what appears to be outdated materials, so more magazines end up
being wasted across all service levels.
The PO Committee's recommendation has been presented to the Executive Committee, and no concerns
were raised. The new issue of Al-Anon Faces Alcoholism, formally known as AFA 2021, will be the first
issue printed without a year on the cover.
This message will be posted to PO Coordinators and the AFG Announcements communities later this
week.

•

We have received many requests for the PSA
distribution and airplay lists. Historically, at the launch
of a new PSA campaign, WSO provided the lists to
members and asked for their help to deliver the AlAnon message of hope to their local TV and radio
stations. This year, we have held off in publishing
these lists because of recent information from our new
PSA

•

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, many groups are not
meeting in person. Therefore, it has become difficult
for members to obtain literature through traditional
methods. In an effort to enhance the affordability of
literature for members, the flat rate shipping cost of
$10 has been reduced to $5 for individual orders under
$50 in the US, Puerto Rico, and Bermuda. Shipping
costs for orders in Canada will be reduced to $10 for
individual orders under $50. This special shipping rate
will be available for a limited time.

Saturday, November 14th, 2020: Miriam Blane (IN)
Saturday, December 12th, 2020: Rosanna Hollie
(CA[N])
Saturday, January 9th, 2021: Cindy Jacobs (FL[N])
Saturday, February 6th, 2021: Susan Rathbun (SD)

